
2016 was a very special year to the members of 
the Connemarapony Vereinigung e.V. in Germa-
ny - the society has been looking after the breed 
and the german breeders for 20 years. The soci-
ety, same as the Connemara Pony Interessenge-
meinschaft e.V., has never been a breeding soci-
ety, but has always been busy to get information 
on the breed to the german regional breeding so-
cieties, the national federation, the breeders and 
people interested in the breed and kept an eye 
on the international development of the pony, re-
garding showing and performance.

The first big happening out here was the Coa-
ching Event, held for the 20th year in a row even: 
well supported by numberous drivers and their 
horses and ponies, the event is expertly run by 
the Dröge family from Werl, well known for their 
double attendance in Clifden with their four-in-
hand team. In the meantime, father Franz-Josef 
has retired and daughter Sabine has taken over 
the reins, the ponies have gone to the next ge-
neration, but the picture is still the same and, as 
always, most impressive. 

Equitana Open Air in Neuss was the next big 
event for the society - three days of show and 
promotion, situated at Neuss racecourse, got to-
gether numberous people to display the breed 
and to support the meeting point, where people 
could get information on the breed - a very pro-
motional event, where new contacts could be es-
tablished and existing ones could be refreshed. 
The ponies were shown in several displays and 
were well admired by the crowd, showing off their 
multi talent for all sorts of equestrian sports.

On the last day, the Dröge family and their four-in-
hand team joined the party and supported the ri-
ders, again a lovely way to advertise the breed.

Main event of the year was, for sure, the se-
cond international show held by the society: like 
in 2014, we could get hold of the showgrounds 
at Wickrath Castle, situated close to the Nether-
lands and Belgium borders - and nearly 90 ent-
ries were a good turnout of international ponies 
that never met before. Two days of a strong in-
hand and performance programme were well fil-
led and greatly enjoyed by all competitors, brin-
ging together the different nationalities in strong 
competition, kindly judged by Kieran Guinness 
from Ireland and Franziska von Kintzel from the 
local pony breeding society.

Champion gelding was Dry Shepherd by Marvel-
lous Simon, bred and exhibited by the Dröge fa-
mily, he has been a member of their four-in-hand 
team for several years and just showed off what 
a good working gelding should be like.
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A huge group of ponies had gathered for the loose 
jumping competition, proudly won by Castleside 
Magnum by Castleside JJ Junior, now owned by 
the Daude family from Germany.
Best jumping pony was Viller Beltain by TC Bour-
bon Boy, ridden by his owner Ursula Heitzer from 
Germany.

Champion ridden pony became Paddy van 
Strijthagen by Ben Hur van de Leliaard with Brit-
ney de Jong for the Netherlands.

The youngstock classes were a bit thin on the 
ground but it was interesting to note that Van de 
Arenbosch Formidable by Skatholm Goldfinger, 
the winning foal of 2014, could repeat her suc-
cess to become youngstock champion. She be-
longs to her breeder Gabrielle van Banning from 
the Netherlands.

On his first international attempt the former Clif-
den Supreme Champion Gurteen Cathal by Co-
ral Dun became Champion stallion and Supreme 
Champion of the show, now belonging to the 
Connolly family from Germany.

Champion foal was Silversea Silence Melody by 
Marvellous Simon for Nancy Wagner, Germany.

Best mare was 
the german 
bred Wirths-
mühle Polly 
by Diamond 
S h a m r o c k , 
now owned by 
Gabrielle van 
Banning from 
the Nether-
lands, with the 
judges Kieran 
Guinness and 
Franziska von 
Kintzel
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